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Beacon Hill International School 
Staff Survey about Chinese Language Program 

Summary of Responses, Collected in June, 2008 
 
Beacon Hill was able to continue its Mandarin Chinese language program this academic year in grades K-
1 and expand it to grade 2 as part of a federal Foreign Language Assistance Program grant to Seattle 
Public Schools. We want to find out how the staff at school feel about the program and what suggestions 
you might have for next year. If you have questions, feel free to contact me. Dr. Michele Anciaux Aoki, 
Early Language Learning Consultant, michele@anciauxinternational.com (206) 234-4029. Thank you! 

 
1. What do you like best about 

the opportunity for students at 
your school to learn Chinese?   

• The opportunity for exposure to Mandarin 
• Learning/Introduction to a new language 
• All school students (K-2) had opportunities to participate; 

hands-on approach 
• Exposure to Mandarin language; respect, appreciation 
• Great opportunity for global languages 
• They are learning about another language 
• Our school community consists of many Chinese families… 

supports our international schools program 
• I like the fact that starting children at 5 or 6 makes it easier to 

learn. It gives them the opportunity to be truly global. 
• Having the opportunity to learn, for many, another 
• I love that our students have the opportunity to learn a different 

language. The kids seem to love it. 
• It is a wonderful experience for kids. 
• For children doing well, they could shine and be respected for 

something others had trouble with. I especially like the way 
English speakers get an experience with a second language. I 
think for all students it broadens outlook on their world. 

• The more languages, the better. 
• Learning a new language. 
• So many of our children are ethnically Chinese but have little 

opportunity to learn to read or write Mandarin. 
• It’s great for our students to be exposed and have this 

opportunity. 
 

2. What are your concerns? • Teaching quality, pedagogical style, teacher connection to 
students 

• Different dialects; other upper grades 
• Would they provide funding beyond the third year? 
• Continuation in future years 
• Not connected to it as a 4th grade teacher 
• It’s not available to all students 
• I teach fifth grade. I understand that the FLAP grant is not 

continuing after this year. I’d like to see it continue through fifth 
grade 

• I’m afraid that they will get the beginning of a language, but not 
have follow-through 

• Classroom management, and not knowing students’ needs 
• I’m concerned that we won’t have funding to continue this great 

program. 
• Children who come in mid-year have a hard time with learning. 

The way in which teachers of Chinese presents to the children. 
• Expanding to half day 
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• Teacher management, transitions. 
• None 
• More active teaching 
 

3. How well did the Chinese 
program go this year? 

 
__2__ Very well   __10__ Well   __1__ Not well   __3__ No opinion 
_13%  Very well   _63%  Well   __6__ Not well   _19% No opinion 
 
 

4. What are your suggestions for 
next year? 

• Discontinue program as it is 
• Time for them to prepare 
• Fund for more years 
• I would like to see Ling Ling return to teach the 1st graders. It 

would be wonderful to have consistency. She as very good with 
the children. 

• More training for teachers! 
• Expand to upper grades! 
• Keep it the same. 
• Very well for some students, but then others did not have 

enough repetition. Material was not varied between new 
experiences and ones they already knew. Many of the children 
just spaced out and did not listen. I feel it affected their 
attention and listening behavior in other subjects too. 

• Classroom teachers should not have to do all of the classroom 
management; why not make it additional PCP? 

• A demo lesson that’s taught by potential candidates. 
Communication with regular classroom teacher. 

• That it be continued so it is available for children to have 6 
years of instruction. 

• More active involvement of students 
 
 
 

 
 
Summary Statement 
The staff at Beacon Hill recognize the value of providing an opportunity for students to learn Chinese 
beginning in elementary (“I like the fact that starting children at 5 or 6 makes it easier to learn. It gives 
them the opportunity to be truly global.”), and they feel that this year’s program went Well (63%) or 
Very well (13%) (vs. 19% No opinion). However, they are concerned about the continuation of the 
program, pedagogical style and classroom management, and teacher connection to the students. 
Suggestions include providing more training for the Chinese teachers and more time for preparation, as 
well as taking steps to ensure that the program can expand to the upper grades. 
 


