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Graham Hill School 
Staff Survey about Chinese Language Program 

Summarized from Meeting 6/6/2007 
 
Graham Hill was very fortunate to have the opportunity to begin a new Mandarin Chinese language 
program this spring as part of a federal Foreign Language Assistance Program grant to Seattle Public 
Schools. We want to find out how the staff at school feel about the program and what suggestions you 
might have for next year. If you have questions, feel free to contact me. Michele Anciaux Aoki, Early 
Language Learning Consultant, michele@anciauxinternational.com (206) 234-4029. Thank you! 

 
1. What do you like best about 

the opportunity for students at 
your school to learn Chinese?   

Comments from the Meeting: 
• Our relationship with China is getting bigger. 
• Children need to learn a second language; Chinese is a good 

choice. 
• Children are receptive to learning languages; this is a good time 

to start. 
• It’s easier to learn a language before age 10. 
• Some of the kids are the “experts.” This increases their 

enthusiasm. 
• It increases interest in other cultures and sensitivity. 
• Chinese because it’s important for business. 
• The kids are singing and talking; they learn quickly. 
• It engages kids who are hard to engage. 
• It equalizes things for children who don’t have English at home. 

(They all start at the beginning level.) 
 
Comments from surveys turned in: 
• Not sure 
• I think it’s wonderful that our students are learning another 

language. 
• Great chance for our kids! 
• The enthusiasm and how the kids, especially the 

kindergarteners, are the “teachers” when learning the new 
language. 

• Exposure to different cultures… Connections to a new 
perspective on language. 

• Children learning a second language is very enriching. 
• Cultural exposure. Opportunity to learn a new language. 
• There are many Chinese speaking children at school and I think 

it is a great way to share this culture with the rest of the 
student body as well as the teachers. 

• I like it that we are giving kids skills for the future. 
• Enriches our school community. 
• Early language learners will be more successful at retention. 
• I love the idea of students learning another language. 
• It would be a good opportunity for them. 
 

2. What are your concerns? Comments from the Meeting: 
• Worried about using Math as the content area. How will it fit 

into the schedule? 
• Time – how to fit everything in. 
• Time for teachers to collaborate. The Chinese teacher didn’t 

know the kids. 
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• Behavior strategies. 
• They have some multiage classrooms – how will that work? 
• When new children come into the program, what kind of 

support will they get? 
 
Comments from surveys turned in: 
• Time taken away from other subjects/content. 
• None (2) 
• Time 
• How will the program grow and evolve? How do students fit in 

later in upper grades? 
• Behavior management. 
• That it is only for small groups of kids. 
• Parent support of program. Gotten a few complaints. 
• TIME!!! Too many things to teach each day. 
• I’m worried about the lessons being conducted with math 
 

3. How well did the Chinese 
program go this spring? 

 
_3_ Very well   _5-6_ Well   ____ Not well   _~10_ No opinion 
 
About half of the staff have not really heard about how the program 
is going. 
 
Comments from surveys turned in: 
• Unknown  (2) 
• No opinion  (6) 
• Well (6) 
 

4. What are your suggestions for 
next year? 

Comments from the Meeting: 
• Offer free Chinese classes for the teachers in the school. 
• Make time for collaboration for the Chinese teachers and the 

classroom teachers. 
• Provide parent information, such as a newsletter and 

information meeting 
• Question: Who will do the program next year (since not all 

classes were involved this year)? 
 
Comments from surveys turned in: 
• Extending the program to students in K-3. Students learn 

language better before 10 years old. 
• Hope the program will move with the kids, i.e. 1st, add 2nd grade 
• Open the program up to other grade levels. 
• Program in more classrooms 
• Free language classes for teachers. – All major world languages. 
• More parent information sent out. Newsletters or information 

meetings. 
• A lot of collaboration between the classroom teacher and the 

Chinese language teacher. 
 

 
 
 


