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Beacon Hill School 
Staff Survey about Chinese Language Program 

Summarized from Meeting 6/13/2007 (and paper surveys) 
 
Beacon Hill was very fortunate to have the opportunity to begin a new Mandarin Chinese language 
program this spring as part of a federal Foreign Language Assistance Program grant to Seattle Public 
Schools. We want to find out how the staff at school feel about the program and what suggestions you 
might have for next year. If you have questions, feel free to contact me. Michele Anciaux Aoki, Early 
Language Learning Consultant, michele@anciauxinternational.com (206) 234-4029. Thank you! 

 
1. What do you like best 

about the opportunity 
for students at your 
school to learn 
Chinese?   

• Multi-cultural school; good to highlight languages other than English. 
• Exposure to another language. 
• All around the world people are learning other languages. Learning more 

languages increases the brain’s neurological connections. (It even helps 
learning computer languages.) 

• The earlier, the better. 
• Shows students that the world is bigger than just their neighborhood. 
• Gives a concrete idea to students of what another language is. Kids with 

one language are not even aware of the concept that people speak 
another language. 

• Mandarin is a language of the future. 
• By giving kids common exposure to a new language, it may help them 

bond or feel “cool.” 
• Kids practice counting in the lunch line! 
From paper surveys: 
• Exposure to bilingual/bicultural experience. 
• Validate the language of Beacon Hill Chinese students 
• Teaching Chinese songs 
• Integrating language and math in the curriculum 
 

2. What are your 
concerns? 

• Hardest thing is taking ½ hour away from other subjects. Although they 
may be teaching class things (shapes, colors, etc.), the kids with two 
languages (who are trying to learn English) may be confused. 

• For children without a strong base in their home language (non-English 
speakers), it may be confusing to add a 3rd language. 

• Primarily math focus – do we have time to offer suggestions for the 
future, for example, perhaps teach through the Arts instead? 

• Shared classroom – very loud. Other teacher can’t to studies. It’s difficult 
in the open classroom. (The songs are engaging and the kids in the other 
classroom want to sing them.) Children need to be able to hear the 
sounds for articulation. 

• (4th grade teacher) The quality of math instruction – does it jive with the 
conceptual math as taught here? 

• Are the teachers certificated? Academic and classroom management 
issues need to be a joint effort.  

From paper surveys: 
• Language choice – when we talk about the achievement GAP, the gap 

appears with African American and Spanish students – not Asian students. 
I believe in early language teaching, but I can’t help but wonder why we 
wouldn’t be offering Spanish which could have the dual benefit of 
addressing foreign language instruction and trying to address the GAP. 

• Lack of information about program available to parents and staff. 
• Confusion for students who experience learning challenges in the regular 



Seattle Public Schools FLAP Grant page 2 

program. 
• Time away from the grade-level curriculum. 
• Learning environment (open concept). 
• Teaching styles, certification. 
• Assessment taking place during class time. 
• ELL students. 
• Quality of math instruction. 
• No 
• No concerns. It is great that our kids can learn Chinese. 
 

3. How well did the 
Chinese program go 
this spring? 

 
__1_ Very well   _3_ Well   _4_ Not well   _16_ No opinion 
 
Note: Numbers are approximate. The vast majority of teachers present did 
not feel they knew enough about the program to say how well it was going. 
Some had talked to K-1 teachers. 
Comment from one teacher: I watched the classes and thought the 
program was going pretty well. For two weeks the children were being 
assessed – focus on one student at a time. [Apparently bringing child to the 
front of the room to count or sing a song.] 
 

4. What are your 
suggestions for next 
year? 

• Send Chinese teachers to new math curriculum training. 
• If the District offers DMI (Developing Math Ideas) classes (Everyday 

Math), send them to those classes. 
• Important to present an informational session for parents and talk about 

how we’ll proceed. Tell them how to support their kids. (One family 
withdrew a student who was doing well for the wrong reasons.) 

• Training teachers and selecting them in terms of classroom management 
skills (it’s hard for classroom teachers to interrupt the class). 

• Doing something in the Arts (it’s cut so much). 
• Theme idea – tie things together. 
• Training in different strategies – more interactive. Not just rote. 
• Teacher ed – nice to close the achievement gap. (With a high number of 

Spanish-speaking children, how will this help them?) 
• Offer Chinese as PCP block? 
• Parent input is important: Do they have a choice? Maybe before or after 

school? 
• Grades without Mandarin will be asked to do cultural instruction about 

China. What’s expected in the upper grades? How will teachers be 
prepared? 

• If learning a 3rd language is OK for some kids, let’s see the data that 
support that. [It appears that the Spanish/English learners have adapted 
well to the 3rd language, but they want evidence.] 

Paper Surveys: 
• Language combined with Art experiences, as opposed to Math. 
• Present research at parent information sessions. 
• Parent support packets. Necessity for parent input. 
• Can it be offered as PCP or before/after school? 
• Send the Chinese teacher to the math initial use classes for new adopted 

curriculum. 
• Have research available to parents about ELL students taking on a third 

language. It’s a huge parent concern. 
• Keep the program going! And extend to more grades. 
• Keep the program for K-1, possible extend to 2nd grade. 

 


