John Stanford International School – Partial Immersion Spanish Program

ELLOPA Assessment, 2001

Alden and Noah – Grade 1

Justifications for Ratings

Alden

Oral Fluency – Junior Novice-Mid

Alden produced isolated words (e.g., numbers, names of shapes, sí, no, mediana) high frequency phrases (e.g., Muy bien y tú), two or more words as phrases (e.g., un rectángulo, más tres iqual a cinco, muy soleado, veintisiete de mayo) and some memorized phrases (e.g., Yo no sé). He shows signs of creating at the Junior Novice-Mid level when he used phrases such as the following (e.g., Nada animales; Esto, sí). Although he produced one sentence with a conjugated verb, “Tienes seis años,” he repeated ‘tienes’ directly after the teacher. He also tried to begin a sentence by repeating after the teacher, “Quieres…” He did not use conjugated verbs enough to boost him to the Junior Novice-High level.
Grammar (speaking) – Junior Novice-Mid

His production of high frequency phrases and other phrases is clearly at the Junior Novice-Mid level. He also showed an awareness of verbs by using infinitives as single word answers.

Vocabulary (speaking) – Junior Novice-Mid

Alden’s use of vocabulary did not exceed Junior Novice-Mid but is certainly higher than Junior Novice-Low. When he did not have the vocabulary or structures to continue speaking in Spanish, he reverted to English to respond to the questions.

Listening Comprehension – Junior Intermediate-Low

This is the most difficult category to rate. Alden seemed to understand at a normal rate of speech familiar sentence-level questions and commands and some new ones with strong contextual support. Also, the fact that he understood and answered in English at times when he did not have the vocabulary or structures to answer in Spanish is an indication that his listening comprehension is at a higher level than his oral fluency.

Communication Strategies – Junior Novice-Mid

When he did not know and answer or was unable to answer a question in Spanish, he said so in Spanish, “Yo no sé.” He also looked for contextual clues and answered in English when he knew the answer to a question but could not express the ideas in Spanish.

Noah

Oral Fluency – Junior Novice-High

Noah answered with isolated words (e.g., numbers, names of shapes, igual, frutas), short phrases (e.g., un círculo, un gato, blanco y anaranjado, casa y escuela), and a few sentences with conjugated verbs (e.g., “Cuatro menos uno es igual a tres,” Cuatro más tres es igual a siete,” “Tengo seite años,” “Mi cumpleaños es febrero quince”). These sentences with conjugated verbs barely boost him to the Junior Novice-High level. He is unable to sustain sentence-level speech, which is an indication of the Junior Novice-High level.

Grammar (speaking) – Junior Novice-High

His success in formulating a few sentences is also an indication of Junior Novice-High grammar. He used memorized phrases and some infinitives, showing an awareness of other verbs.

Vocabulary (speaking) – Junior Novice-Mid

The amount of vocabulary that Noah produced is indicative of Junior Novice-Mid. His lack of vocabulary seemed to prevent him from attempting more sentence-level responses in Spanish.

Listening Comprehension – Junior Intermediate-Low

Although this is the least tangible category to rate, Noah seemed to understand at a normal rate of speech familiar sentence-level questions and commands and some new ones with strong contextual support. Also, the fact that he understood and answered in English at times when he did not have the vocabulary or structures to answer in Spanish is an indication that his listening comprehension is at a higher level than his oral fluency.
Communication Strategies – Junior Novice-Mid

When he did not know and answer or was unable to answer a question in Spanish, he said so in Spanish, “No sé.” He answered in English when he knew the answer to a question but could not express the ideas in Spanish.
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