Language Immersion Workshop at PLU 2004
Language Demands in the American Curriculum

Heath (1986) identified six kinds of language demands in the American Curriculum:

	Language Demand

	How to Address It

	1. Label & describe: objects, events, information


	· Provide visuals

· Label the room (can order labels & laminate them)

· Label events (by stating command slowly and clearly:
 “Pon el papel.”)

	2. Recount past events or Order & Format
	· Show schedule, predictable routines (with pocket chart: 
9:00 AM  “Circle”)

· When giving directions, put 1 finger up for “first,” etc.

Language Experience Approach – 
· Recount events orally.

· Then in writing (recount story of field trip to zoo).

· Write it down (in Spanish) as they recount their experience (in English). It becomes a class book.

	3. Language to follow directions, procedures.
	· Example: how to sharpen your pencil.  How?  Do it with Direct Instruction.

· Idea: create a big book of some of the procedures; save it so that new kids can go over it with a buddy.

· Use line drawing (e.g., toilet) and write down the phrase, i.e. “Can I go to the bathroom?”
Management Routines – 

· Use your body to show the meaning (e.g., sit here, stand up, got there).  
· Use the kids to model what you want them to do.
· Use the language as you describe each step.

	4. Language to sustain and maintain social interactions.
	· Teach it in the context.

· “Too bad.”  “Please.”  “Good job.” 

· They happen. Model for them.

	5. Obtain information, clarification.
	· “I don’t’ understand.” “I didn’t hear.”

· Have sentence strips up on the board.

· Listen to kids to see what they need (“I need help, Mrs. Jones”) – Say it in 1st person so they hear what to say.

· Do role play at the beginning of class (to practice what they mean).

	6. Language to create new information.
	· Hardest to do!

· Use tools they already know, then apply them in a new way.

· Example: Writing Journal – begin with copying (Me llamo…), then develop to self-generated language (e.g., describing continents).

· Can apply skills of story writing (beginning, middle, end) learned in English to Spanish.


*adapted from a presentation by Regla Armengol at the John Stanford International School Language Immersion Boot Camp, August 2000.
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