Coe Elementary World Languages Curriculum: Spanish

Unit: Get to Know Others

Language and Level: Spanish 4th year FLEX


Unit Title:  Get to Know Others
Language and Level:  Spanish 4th year FLEX
Introduction: 

This unit uses the “Get to Know Others” iEARN project to explore fall holidays in Mexico and the U.S.
Lessons in This Unit

· Lesson Tuesday – November 29
· Lesson Thursday – December 1
· Lesson Tuesday – December 6
· Lesson Thursday – December 8
· Lesson Tuesday – December 13
· Lesson Thursday – December 15
World Language Standards Addressed  (we can elaborate on these at end)

Communication

Standard 1.1:  Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.

Standard 1.2:  Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics.

Standard 1.3:  Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.


Cultures

Standard 2.1:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied.

Standard 2.2:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied.


Connections

Standard 3.1:  Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language.

Standard 3.2:  Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the foreign language and its cultures.


Comparisons
Standard 4.1:  Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.

Standard 4.2:  Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.


Communities

Standard 5.1:  Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting.

Standard 5.2:  Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

Class:  Tuesday – November 29

	Language Area
	Goals

	Vocabulary
	Learn new Spanish words related to investigation (what when who why how), Thanksgiving and Christmas.

	Functions
	Work on learning to express feelings (what are we thankful for?) and formulating questions to find out information in Spanish

	Culture
	Reflect on our own traditions around Thanksgiving and articulate them in Spanish.


	Before
	
	To Do
	Aids

	
	
	· Print out and review iEARN messages

· Prepare vocabulary list from messages

· Prepare large KWL chart
	

	During
	Time
	Activity
	Aids

	
	5
	Part I: iEARN Messages

Review Messages left Friday: 

¿Como pasaste el día de gracias? 

Vamos a celebrar navidad haciendo posadas 

¿Como celebran la navidad? 

¿Celebran la noche buena? 

¿Que le vas a pedir Santa?
	Printout of messages

	
	20
	Part II: iEARN Response

· Compose in the forum a group message to address item 1 – How did they celebrate Thanksgiving and what are we thankful for?
	Internet connection to iEARN

	
	15
	Part III: Posadas

· Begin investigation into what this is. Ask them the KWL questions to get them to think about it. 

· Fill out the K and W columns.
	KWL Chart on chart paper

	
	10
	Part IV: Vocabulary

· Add new words to personal dictionaries.
	Personal Dictionaries

	After
	
	To Do
	

	
	
	· Save KWL chart (for use later)

· Send iEARN group response
	


Class:  Thursday – December 1

	Language Area
	Goals

	Vocabulary
	Learn new Spanish words related to investigation, Christmas.

	Culture
	Reflect on our own traditions around Christmas and articulate them in Spanish.
Begin to learn about Mexican traditions around Christmas


	Before
	
	To Do
	Aids

	
	
	· Review website: http://www.mexonline.com/christmas.htm
· Find some sample ads or images from newspapers and magazines of Christmas or holidays in U.S.
	

	During
	Time
	Activity
	Aids

	
	15
	Part I: Posadas
· Present basic information from Internet about Christmas and Posadas.

· Go back to the KWL chart you did on Tuesday. Fill in more information about what we know and look at what you filled in for what you want to know, revise or add more.  
	KWL Chart

http://www.mexonline.com/christmas.htm 

	
	20
	Part II: iEARN Messages
· Look at 3 other items from the messages:
3¿Como celebran la navidad? 
4¿Celebran la noche buena? 
5¿Que le vas a pedir Santa?

· See how much they understand.  
· Compose group message to answer these 3 questions. Help them formulate full sentences (Voy a pedirle a Santa….)  
	Internet connection to iEARN


	
	15
	Part III: Christmas/Holiday Collage
· Tell them at next class we will make collages to demonstrate Christmas in our culture. Ask them to look through magazines/newspapers for pictures that show this and bring to class.  
· Put together a collage with images about Christmas and the winter holidays using images you've gotten from newspapers and magazines. Leave space at the bottom of the page to identify what each of the items is (for example, poinsettia plants, reindeer for the yard, holly, etc.). You can write about what's in your collage in English, then get help from Frederico or Barbara to translate it into Spanish.
OR
Bring a photo or draw a picture of how you celebrate Christmas or the winter holidays in your home. Describe the things that are special to you.
	Sample images of Christmas or holidays

	
	10
	Part IV: Vocabulary

· Add new words to personal dictionaries.

· Add new cultural information to back section where they are keeping cultural notes.
	Personal Dictionaries

	After
	
	To Do
	

	
	
	· Save KWL chart (for use later)

· Send iEARN group message
	


Class:  Tuesday – December 6

	Language Area
	Goals

	Vocabulary
	Learn new Spanish words related to Posadas, art (collage making), and preferences

	Culture
	Learn more about Mexican traditions at Christmas time


	Before
	
	To Do
	Aids

	
	
	· Print out and review new iEARN messages

· Prepare vocabulary list from messages

· Gather supplies for Collages: images, paper, glue, markers
	

	During
	Time
	Activity
	Aids

	
	20
	Part I: iEARN Messages
· Review Messages (answers about Posadas) and fill in the KWL chart  (L column). 

· See if they have more questions for the W column and post those.

· Begin preparing answers to any questions in the messages.
	KWL Chart
Internet connection to iEARN


	
	10
	Part II: Posadas
· Lead discussion with students to choose one element of Posadas that they would like to create.

· Discussion should be in Spanish as much as possible (plan/design).  
	Chart paper for brainstorming?

	
	15
	Part III: Christmas/Holiday Collage
· Work on collage
	Sample images of Christmas or holidays

Paper for collage

Glue

Markers

	After
	
	To Do
	

	
	
	· Save KWL chart (for use later)

· Save collages in process for next class
	


Class:  Thursday – December 8

	Language Area
	Goals

	Vocabulary
	Learn new vocabulary related to planning and designing posada in Spanish

	Culture
	Continue exploration of cultural significance of Christmas in Mexico


	Before
	
	To Do
	Aids

	
	
	· Gather supplies for Collages: images, paper, glue, markers
	

	During
	Time
	Activity
	Aids

	
	15
	Part I: Posadas
· Begin work on posada we will create  
	

	
	15
	Part II: iEARN Messages
· Finish preparing our messages
	Internet connection to iEARN


	
	10
	Part III: Christmas/Holiday Collage
· Finish collages
	Sample images of Christmas or holidays

Paper for collage

Glue

Markers

	
	5
	Part IV: Vocabulary

· Add new words to personal dictionaries.
	Personal Dictionaries

	After
	
	To Do
	

	
	
	· Post collages to iEARN

· Send messages
	


Class:  Tuesday – December 13

	Language Area
	Goals

	Vocabulary
	

	Culture
	


	Before
	
	To Do
	Aids

	
	
	· Print out and review new iEARN messages

· Prepare vocabulary list from messages
	

	During
	Time
	Activity
	Aids

	
	15
	Part I: iEARN Messages
· Review and prepare answers to messages left Friday
	Internet connection to iEARN



	
	25
	Part II: Posadas
· Finish work on posada and prepare for party at next class. (visit Nelly’s class?)  
	Posadas

	
	5
	Part III: Vocabulary

· Add new words to personal dictionaries.
	Personal Dictionaries

	After
	
	To Do
	

	
	
	· Take posadas for next lesson
	


Class:  Thursday – December 15

	Language Area
	Goals

	Vocabulary
	

	Culture
	


	Before
	
	To Do
	Aids

	
	
	· Prepare for final party and posadas presentation
	

	During
	Time
	Activity
	Aids

	
	15
	Part I: iEARN Messages
· Finish and post answers, including
a. What we liked about the exchange.
b. What we learned in this exchange
	Internet connection to iEARN



	
	5
	Part II: Evaluations

· Bring out the KWL Chart and have the students fill in the L column

· Have students complete a brief evaluation:
- What did you like best in this class this fall?
- What would you suggest for next session?
	KWL

Evaluation forms

	
	25
	Part III: Posadas and Party
· Include Nelly’s class?

· Teach them about Christmas in Mexico
	Posadas

	After
	
	To Do
	

	
	
	· Type up the KWL Chart to give to the students (and families) 

· Collect and review Student Evaluations
· Use that information to plan next session
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